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Dermatofibrosarcoma protuberans (DFSP) 

Dermatofibrosarcoma protuberans (DFSP) is a rare type of 
skin cancer. It starts in connective tissue cells in the 
middle layer of the skin (dermis). 

Dermatofibrosarcoma protuberans might look like a 
pimple or feel like a rough patch of skin at first. As it 
grows, lumps of tissue (protuberans) may form near the 
surface of the skin. This skin cancer often forms on the arms, legs and trunk. 

Dermatofibrosarcoma protuberans grows slowly and rarely spreads beyond the skin. 

Signs and Symptoms 

An asymptomatic indurated red-brown plaque with firm, smooth protuberant nodules, usually 
measuring several centimeters in diameter. DFSP most commonly occurs on the trunk, 
particularly the shoulder, and proximal extremities (70%-85% of cases). 
 
Occasionally, the presenting lesion is an atrophic, scar-like violaceous plaque. Less commonly, 
the lesion may be painful or ulcerate. 
 
A rare pigmented variant (Bednar tumor) is found most often in patients of African descent. 

Diagnosis 

Tests and procedures used to diagnose dermatofibrosarcoma protuberans include: 

• Skin exam. Your health care provider will inspect your skin to look for signs of 
skin cancer. 

• Skin biopsy. Your provider may remove a small amount of tissue for testing. Tests 
in the lab can see if cancer cells are present. 

• Imaging tests. Sometimes imaging tests, such as an MRI, are needed to see the 
extent of the cancer and to help with treatment planning. 

 


